When a teenager's arm gets sucked into the
vent of a backyard swimming pool, he
desperately fights to survive in the shallow end.

Bo is an introverted teenager who does all of his socializing
online. After a tragic accident led to the death of his
mother, Bo lives with his grandmother while his father
completes a tour of duty overseas.

When his grandmother forces him to accept
the invitation to a pool party by a friendly
neighbor, Bo is dropped off for the day.

What his grandmother doesn't know is that the
woman who invited Bo is the mother of one of Bo's
bullies at school. With neither Bo or the bully wanting
to deal with their respective guardians, they reluctantly
tolerate each other.

When the party moves indoors, Bo remains in the pool to
get some distance between himself and the bully. Things
take a very dangerous turn when his arm is sucked into a
wall vent and he is dragged beneath the surface!

He can just barely get his lips
above the surface to breathe!
But he is all alone outside
and no one can hear him!
Trying to stifle his panic with every ticking second, Bo
must use his ingenuity and muster the little courage he
has to stay alive long enough to free his snared arm.

BO CAMERON is an intensely introverted teenager who
does all of his socializing over the online gaming
community. After a tragic accident led to the death of his
mother a year before, Bo lives with his grandmother while
his father completes a tour of duty overseas. He has deep
unresolved issues concerning his personal relationships
with his family and death of his mother, and an overall fear
of everything. It has forced him to live in a bubble, refusing
to experience life or deal with his problems. It is a shallow
life. One that will soon test his resilience.

TANNER OLSEN is Mike's best friend since childhood.
A charming teen whose confident composure wins
over friends and strangers alike. But the values that
have been instilled in him by his father will put him on a
path that he will never recover from. Especially when
he discovers a secret that Mike is harboring from
everyone.

HELEN CAMERON is Bo's recently deceased mother,
whose death haunts Bo as he witnessed it firsthand.
The trauma has given him PTSD and deep unresolved
inner-conflicts. It is the primary reason for his fear and
introverted nature.

DARLA CAMERON is Bo's grandmother whom he
lives with while his father is on military duty.

VICKY FREEMAN is Mike's mother and the one who
took pity on Bo and invited him to her 8-year-old
daughter's birthday pool party.

PAT OLSEN is Tanner's father. He is a dangerous
man with some very dangerous views.

ADAM FREEMAN is Mike's father. A bitter
man who regrets his choices in life.

Director's Statement
SHALLOW END is, at its core, a coming-of-age tale. A raw, sometimes brutal, coming-of-age tale and
because of such depictions, some may be quick to call this film a horror movie, which I don't consider it to
be. This is a unfiltered teenage drama wrapped in a exhilarating contained thriller. The issues that Bo, Mike,
and Tanner are dealing with are very real and those with which I have a personal connection. Whether it is
Bo's feelings of isolation, the impact of a traumatic event, and the constant battles with mental health; or
Mike's constant need for attention or confusion about sexuality; or Tanner's penchant for violence and lack
of coping skills, I have either experienced it or have someone close to me work through such issues. This film,
despite its high-concept premise, is a personal movie that hopefully strikes an emotional chord with the
audience just as much as it will entertain.
Bo is thrust into a situation that forces him into a life or death situation that brings out everything that he
fears most. Not only must he find inner resolution for his mother's death, but he must figure out how to keep
his head above water or drown. It is a story about how we all struggle in life with multiple, sometimes
seemingly countless, internal conflicts, but we find a way to survive. We must find a way to be healthy and
happy. But the message can also be more simple than that:
When things get hard, breathe.

Themes
The film deals with themes of mental health,
sexuality, violence, bullying, modern
socialization, domestic abuse, and maturity
all from a teenager's perspective. These
themes are presented in honest, raw, and
sometimes brutal interactions that are never
gratuitous, but organic and grounded in the
story. These themes are some of the most
difficult that teens confront and their
depiction on screen is meant to show that
struggle.
The pool itself is also a symbol for Bo's life:
either he drowns in the shallow end, where
he has trapped himself or he gets brave and
creative, and finds a way to experience life in
a new way. Finally swimming his way out of
the fear and tragedy that he feels every
single day and becoming the person that he
ultimately wants to be.

Look and Tone
The tone of the film will be grounded with a
compassionate, but raw depiction of modern teenagers
who are dealing with issues that are difficult to talk
about. The way these teenagers, their families, and the
problems that they have are portrayed on screen is
meant to be realistic. However, the thrilling nature of
Bo's predicament will keep the audience on the edges
of their seats. The dueling tones of lifelike authenticity
and cinematic situations will result in a memorable,
enlightening, and unique experience.
There will also be careful attention to the color palette.
Blue and green will be integrated throughout the film to
represent Bo's somber and isolated emotional state,
which is an obstacle he must overcome in order to grow
and flourish. Obviously, the colors also remind us of
water. The same water that threatens to take Bo's life
away, but also is the source of all life. Ultimately, the
palette is inferring that Bo's issues are mainly at
confronting his issues and coping with life. He's literally
learning how to live.
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